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AIM:

Visual Art at junior cycle aims to provide the student with a 
set of personal attitudes and qualities as well as skills and 
processes and a sense of the aesthetic. 

 Through practical engagement in the areas of art, craft and 
design students will develop self-con�dence, inquisitiveness, 
imagination, and creativity. They will also develop authentic, 
real world problem-solving capacities and the capacity to work, 
over time, as an individual and in groups, on the design and 
execution of artistic and aesthetic tasks.  

Within the safe space of the art class, students will experience 
the authentic visual art processes of imagining, investigating, 
experimenting, making, displaying and evaluating. They will 
sometimes fail, and learn that failure can often be a hugely positive learning experience. Students will develop the 
knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to produce and to engage with authentic and original art, craft 
and design work.  

 In so doing, they will begin to develop the visual literacy, critical skills and language necessary to engage with 
contemporary culture. This will further contribute to the students� understanding of the rich and diverse roles of art, craft 
and design in historical and contemporary societies and cultures.

 57

Click 
the image

to access the 
Rationale

Drawing

Critical and Visual Language

Visual Culture and Appreciation

Art Elements and Design Principles (AEDP)

Media

Art

Design




�����������������	������������������
����������

Students may work individually or
in groups of up to three.  

Using their Visual Art sketchpad, 
students: 

     Research and explore theme(s)      
     issued by the NCCA

     Use primary sources appropriate
     to their selected theme

     Develop and re�ne their ideas                      
     and skills through an artistic        
     process 

     Realise an artefact primarily in 
     one of the Visual Art strands (Art,       
     Craft or Design)

Students may work individually or 
in groups of up to three.  

Students will record their research 
and developmental work, 
annotations and re�ections in their 
Visual Art sketchpad.  

Students will complete and present 
a realised artefact (2-dimensional 
artefact, 3-dimensional artefact, 
installation, site-speci�c sculpture, 
animation, �lm, etc.). 

The teacher has the professional 
autonomy to decide the start 
date, duration and �nish date
to suit their students and 
context within a national 
timetable/window speci�ed 
annually by the NCCA. 
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Students will work individually. 

The third year of Visual Art will 
involve a project-brief issued by the 
SEC. The brief will specify three 
themes which will of necessity serve 
as the brief for CBA 2 (Phase 1) and 
the Final Assessment (Phase 2). Using 
their Visual Art Sketchpad students;

      Research, experiment and   
      develop ideas and techniques                    
      from a range of primary sources                          
      based on the theme(s) in the brief

      Develop their ideas and skills                    
      primarily through two strands
      not carried out in CBA 1

Students will record their research, 
experimentation, developmental 
work, annotations and re�ections 
in their Visual Art sketchpad.  

Students will use the material from 
their Visual Art sketchpad to 
present or discuss their initial 
thoughts, ideas, and 
experimentations and how they 
might shape their work for the 
Final Assessment.  

Based on feedback, students 
re�ect upon their work and the 
direction in which they will take it 
for Phase 2.

The project brief is issued by the 
SEC in early September and is 
carried out in two phases during 
the year. The �rst phase is CBA 2. 
The teacher has the professional  
autonomy to decide the start date, 
duration and �nish date to suit 
their students and context within 
a national timetable/window 
speci�ed annually by the NCCA. 

(Phase 2-Final Assessment involves 
separate work to be submitted to 
the State Examinations 
Commission.)
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AIM 
 
 
This music specification aims to contribute to the development of artistic awareness and understanding, self-expression, self-
esteem, imagination and multicultural sensitivity, and therefore, to the development of the whole person.  
 
Students will develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to produce and engage with authentic and original music, 
that is both theirs and the music of others. In doing so, they will develop the music literacy, critical skills and language necessary to 
engage with today’s musical world.  
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AIM:

The study of Wood Technology at junior cycle aims to:-

Enable students to develop the necessary conceptual 
understanding, disciplinary skills and subject knowledge to 
design and create artefacts of value

Empower students through designing and making, whilst 
developing an awareness of sustainability and the use of 
natural resources

Develop a range of core design skills and relevant manipulation 
skills through modelling and processing wood and other 
materials

Develop the con�dence and resilience of students through 
engagement with the uncertainty of design challenges

Encourage students� innovation and creativity through 
recognition and appreciation of their capacity to design 
and create.
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Students will explore a 
wood-science related issue within 
a local/global context. They will  
analyse the information/data 
collected, evaluate, and present 
the �ndings of their research of the 
issue they have investigated, with 
support/guidance from the 
teacher. It is important to instil in 
students a curious disposition 
where they are free to experiment 
and encouraged to explore new 
and challenging opportunities
and to re�ect on  the process.

Each student will present what they 
have learned having investigated a 
topic of their choice through their 
learning log. The information should be 
presented in their own words to 
demonstrate a personal understanding 
of the knowledge and ideas relevant to 
the chosen topic. Students should be 
encouraged to identify which 
information best communicates their 
work and choose the most suitable 
medium in which to present it. The 
learning log can be produced in any 
format that is appropriate for capturing 
the ideas of the students. Students may 
present models or prototypes as part of 
their submission to support their 
learning log.

This CBA will be completed 
within a maximum of three 
weeks during Second Year.
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The student, individually, will 
conduct an analysis of their 
coursework and skills to date in 
Wood Technology. Students will 
focus their analysis and evaluation 
on a range of completed tasks or 
on a speci�c task. Students are 
expected to critically review their 
progress and identify areas of 
strength and areas for 
improvement, with a view to 
informing their planning and 
decisions for the project.

Each student will present on what 
they have learned having 
conducted the self-analysis and 
evaluation of their work to date. 
The information should be 
presented in their own words to 
demonstrate a personal 
understanding of the knowledge 
and ideas relevant to them 
personally.
The student�s response to their 
Classroom-Based Assessment can 
be produced in any format that is 
appropriate for capturing their 
re�ection. Students should be 
encouraged to identify which 
information best communicates 
their work and choose the most 
suitable medium in which to 
present it.

The CBA will be completed 
within a three-week period in 
Third Year and will inform the 
student�s work on their SEC 
Coursework Design Brief.
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